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(Internet access required). 

If you would like your local district supplement freely listed in the eSplash, please contact us. 

emailartworkz@gmail.com 

Artworkz, changing the way we interact with local information. 

LocalLocal  

TourismTourism  

WebsitesWebsites  

To help support tourism and to remind 

locals of why we love our amazing 

district, we  will be endeavouring to 

release a free nature desktop image 

each month. All images will be taken 

locally and released freely by 

photographers who wish to share 

their skills with the community.  This 

means we all can all enjoy their 

photographic achievements together. 

Click on the button above to 

download our first free image. 
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--   HH O WO W   I  I  R E C A L LR E C A L L   I TI T   --   

 It was the only retail 

out le t  in  our  l i t t le 

community of Mirimbah, a 

sawmill town at the foot of 

Mt. Buller – a shop and 

petrol bowzers at ground 

level, with living quarters 

upstairs for Florrie and Fred 

Jewell who ran the place. 

The building was painted 

white, which was quite 

luxurious by mill standards, 

most houses and 

huts were built 

from green timber 

and left to season 

with the weather, a 

very few (our 

house included) 

oiled with sump oil 

with white paint 

a r o u n d  t h e 

w i n d o w s  an d 

doors. I also 

thought having a 

two- storey house 

was the height of 

luxury and the 

Jewells had a 

pianola as well! 

We often had sing-

alongs at their 

place on Saturday 

nights, my Dad taking along 

his button accordion for 

accompaniment. 

 

 On this particular 

Saturday, Mr. and Mrs. 

Jewell have gone to the 

football in Mansfield to 

watch their son, Alan 

playing at full-forward. The 

shop and the bowzers are 

closed but the phone lines 

have to be left open, and I’ve 

been paid five shillings to 

look after the switchboard. 

It’s 1952, I’m eleven - and 

today is the first time I’ve 
even held a phone in my 

hand.  Sitting and waiting in 

the tiny cubicle, I've read all 

the comics, The Phantom, 

Superman, Archie, Magic 

Cat and others in the shop 

and browsed through the 

latest editions of Woman's 

Mirror, New Idea and 

Women’s Weekly, and the Sun 

newspaper, as well.  

 

 I hate this stupid 

headset - first it's too tight 

and digging into my ears and 

then, it falls down around 

my neck. Staring at the 

switchboard with all its little 

holes, plugs, shutters and 

whatever, I have this rather 

sick feeling I don’t really 
know what I’m doing.  It 
was all so easy when Mrs. 

Jewell was here, showing me 

what to do, and how to do it. 

Shutter. Buzzer. Light.  Plug 

in, under the shutter.  Flick 

switch. Ask, What number, 

please?  Remember to speak 

nicely and use the right plug 

THE CORNER STORETHE CORNER STORETHE CORNER STORE   
   

MMMEMORIESEMORIESEMORIES   OFOFOF   MMMIRIMBAHIRIMBAHIRIMBAH   
By Margaret  Nicholas (nee Earnshaw)  

Margaret (left) with her parents 
Mavis and Jim Earnshaw, and brother Ted. 
Courtesy Margaret Nicholas. 
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--   HH O WO W   I  I  R E C A L LR E C A L L   I TI T   --   

for that number.  Ring the 

right code - short, short, long 

or two longs and a short ... 

or whatever.  Wait till the 

other person answers.  Flick 

the switch back.  Don't listen 

in.  When the shutter goes 

down again, they've finished.  

Disconnect. I think that's it! 

There hasn't been a call since 

they left two hours ago, and 

I’m hoping it stays that way.   
 

 Suddenly, an outside 

line rings in and I jump with 

fright.  Shutter down.  Light 

flickering.  Buzzing.  I 

scrabble wildly for the 

headset and roughly jam it 

on.  Ouch, the buzzing hurts 

my ears.  But I have to 

answer this thing, and 

quickly.  Mrs. Jewell warned 

I mustn't ever let anyone 

drop out.  I don't really know 

what “dropping out” means, 
but it sounds important. I 

pick up the plug and push it 

into a hole.  

 

 'Hello?'  No answer.   

 

 'Hello?  Hello?'   

 

 The light's on. The 

buzzer's still buzzing.  Why 

isn't anyone answering?  Oh 

no! I've put the plug in the 

wrong hole!  Hasty 

adjustment.  The light goes 

out. The buzzer stops.     

 'Hello?'   

 

 'Who's that?' a snappy 

male voice at the other end.  

 

 'Er, Hello?  Mirimbah 

Post Office and Store here.  

How can I help you?'  

 

 'Of course it's the 

Mirimbah Post Office and 

Store.  That's the number I 

rang,' He sounds angry.   

 'Where the hell 's 

Florrie?'    

 

 I'm terrified.  What have 

I done wrong?  Why is he 

yelling at me?  I can hear my 

heart beat pounding in my 

head.  I always blush when 

I'm upset, so I'm sure my 

face is brick red.  Just as 

well there isn't anyone there 

to see me. 

 'Er, Mrs. Jewell's gone 

to the football in Mansfield.  

It's Margaret here.'  

 

'Margaret who?' and he 

continues to interrogate me. 

How old am I? How long 

have I been working here?  

I'm in such a state of panic, 

I'm sure he's thinking of 

getting the police on to me.   

Suddenly, the second 

outside line shutter drops 

down, light flickering, more 

buzzing.  By this time, I'm 

starting to get cranky.  

 

'Excuse me, can you 

please hurry up and tell me 

whose number you want.  I 

have to answer another call.'  

 

I'm terrified he'll ask to 

be put on hold.  I don't have 

the slightest idea how to do 

that, though Mrs. Jewell did 

explain it to me.  Maybe I'm 

going to have a drop out, and 

then Mrs. Jewell will ask 

someone else to look after 

the switchboard when she 

wants time off, and I’ll miss 
out on the five bob. 

 

 'I told you, it's Florrie 

I'm looking for.  Toodle oo, 

dear.' and he hangs up, 

leaving me to deal with the 

next call. My initial fright 

over, I have no further 

dramas with operating the 

switchboard and easily 

handle all following calls – 

in fact, both of them. 

 

 

 
Margaret Nicholas 



ALEXANDRA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

HISTORY WEEK EVENT TIMETABLE 
 

www.vicnet.au/~ahs 
alexandra.historical.society@gmail.com 

Entry 

Fee charge 

Date 

  
Activity 

 $2.00 
Friday 26 
October 

Guided Cemetery Tour “ See Local Notables buried at the Alexandra 
Cemetery, starting at 2 pm 

BYO wet weather gear! 

$2.00 Saturday 27  
Guided Heritage Walk at 11 am 

Starting from Dove Cottage 

$2.00 entry 

charge for 
refreshments 

Saturday 27 

& Sunday 28 

Dove Cottage open 10 am – 4 pm 

Morning and afternoon teas available 

    
 Saturday & Sunday activities in 

RSL HALL Alexandra 

12 pm – 4 pm 

$2.00 

RSL 

Hall entry 

   Photo display of Local Gold and Mining 

    
Display of RSL memorabilia 

Jubilee and Royal Family Display 

    
 Display of ‘Never Before Seen Photos” and A3 posters and History 

Week 2009 framed posters 

     Display of Alexandra Brass Band photos 

 $2.00 Sunday 28 
Guided Grant Street Tour 

12 o’clock start from Dove Cottage 

$5.00 entry 
includes 

one train ride 

Chn 3 & under 
free 

Sunday 28 

 Alexandra Timber Tramway & Museum 

Station Street, Alexandra 

Museum open and train rides. 10 am – 4 pm 

Historic Car Club will be visiting at 11.30 am 

Info Line 0427 509 988 

Free Sunday 28 

Alexandra Open Gardens – Self Guided Tour 

Start time 10 am from Carol Hortin Garden at Alexandra Primary 
School, 7 Myrtle St and 33 Vickery Street, Alexandra 

Enquiries: G Olive 5774 7091 

Free Sunday 28 
 Entertainment 

Jug Band and poetry at Dove Cottage 12 – 2 pm 

Advert  submit ted  by the Alexandra His tor ical  Soc iety .  

http://www.vicnet.au/~ahs
mailto:alexandra.historical.society@gmail.com
http://www.historyweek.org.au/
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Y e l l o w  t a i l e d  B l a c k  C o c k a t o o  

Damage done by a Yellow Damage done by a Yellow Damage done by a Yellow 

Tailed Black Cockatoo to a Tailed Black Cockatoo to a Tailed Black Cockatoo to a 

tree while it was excavating tree while it was excavating tree while it was excavating 

for a tree grub.for a tree grub.for a tree grub.   

The wood chips thatThe wood chips thatThe wood chips that   

were stripped from thewere stripped from thewere stripped from the   

tree (bottom left) range up tree (bottom left) range up tree (bottom left) range up 

to 75mmto 75mmto 75mm---80mm long.80mm long.80mm long.   

A young cockatooA young cockatooA young cockatoo   

(bottom right) waits(bottom right) waits(bottom right) waits   

nearby for its breakfast.nearby for its breakfast.nearby for its breakfast.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow-tailed_Black_Cockatoo


Blowing in 

the wind 

Markus Reugels is a German 

photographer with a love for taking 

images of water droplets. Markus 

has given our eSplash readers 

permission to see his work through 

the eSplash, and we thank him for 

his graciousness and willingness to 

share his work with the world. 

 

More examples of his amazing work 

can be viewed at: 

 

www.flickr.com/people/maianer 

   or 

www.markusreugels.de 

 

 

Image used with permission 

of © Markus Reugels. 

Thanks to Melissa Handbury for 

bringing his work to our attention. 

http://www.flickr.com/people/maianer
http://www.markusreugels.de
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---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

Artworkz Reporters - volunteers reporting on their local areas, so that you can learn.  

 

Australian Bush Waterfall 

Marysville's Phantom Falls is a highly regarded tourism 

attraction. Its beautiful cascade of water over large granite 

rocks, is beautiful to witness. The walk to the falls is a little 

steep in places, though thanks to well made tracks, is enjoyable and picturesque. 

The walk will see you cross over two bridges. The first bridge (over the Taggerty 

River) is spectacular. Flora and fauna abound in this location, and photographic 

opportunities are also abundant. 



---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

Artworkz Reporters - volunteers reporting on their local areas, so that you can learn.  

Phantom Falls is located 8.4km 
from the Marysville Woods Point 
Road, along the magical Lady 
Talbot Drive. Care should be 
taken on this gravel road, 
especially in wetter months. 
 

Once at the carpark area, walk 
around 800 metres over varied 
gradients to the modern viewing 
platform. This incorporates a 
wooden bench chair for those 
needing to rest or wanting to 
take in the sights and sounds. 
 
(Left) Parks Victoria signage. 



---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

Artworkz Reporters - volunteers reporting on their local areas, so that you can learn.  

LocalLocal  
flora.flora.  

The picturesqueThe picturesque  

Taggerty River.Taggerty River.  



---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

Artworkz Reporters - volunteers reporting on their local areas, so that you can learn.  

(Left) The lead-up to the Phantom Falls platform. 

(Top right) Another small falls along the track. 

(Bottom right) Phantom Falls behind the viewing platform. 



Namparra LeighNamparra LeighNamparra Leigh   
 
 
 
 

Namparra Leigh is a farm of 320 acres, located in 

the amazing tablelands of Ruffy in North East 

Victoria. The farm runs Murray Grey Beef Cattle, 

turkeys and a few sheep. 
 

The farm land and surrounding area boasts some 

stunning rock formations and an abundance of 

native wildlife including kangaroos, koalas, 

echidnas and wombats. Also, a family of 

spectacular wedge-tailed eagles, with great bush 

walking and bird watching. 
 

There is also accommodation available on the 

farm in the form of two self-contained cottages. 

The Lodge sleeps eight in three bedrooms, two 

doubles and two bunks. The Cottage sleeps six in 

two bedrooms, one double and two bunks. 
 

Both cottages are fully self-contained with full 

kitchen, bathroom and laundry facilities. All bed 

linen and towels are provided, along with TV, 

DVD, heating (electric and wood) and air-

conditioning. You receive a complimentary 

breakfast basket. The farm is pet friendly and has 

a swimming pool. 

 

 

 
259  Nolans  Road ,  Ruf fy ,  3666  

Phone :  03  5790  4298  

www.namparra le igh .com.au  

namparra le igh@harboursa t .com.au  

http://www.namparraleigh.com.au/
http://www.namparraleigh.com.au
mailto:namparraleigh@harboursat.com.au
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HUSBAND 
DAY CARE CENTRE 

 

Need time to relax? Need time to  
yourself? Want to go shopping? 

 

Leave your husband with us! 
We will look after him for you. 

 

ONLY COST: 

You pay for his drinks. 

Courtesy Sometimes Grumpy Wilson 



NNNARBETHONGARBETHONGARBETHONG   
   

RRRESERVEESERVEESERVE   & P& P& PLAYGROUNDLAYGROUNDLAYGROUND   

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

Artworkz Reporters - volunteers reporting on their local areas, so that you can learn.  

 

Narbethong Reserve nears completion 

The Narbethong Reserve has been redesigned from the 

ground up, and is nearing completion. When a friend and I 

stopped there on Tuesday it looked fantastic in the early morning light. It is 

expected to be open before summer sets in, and I foresee many stops here on my 

return trips from Melbourne (for a break and a big breath of clean country air). 



---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

Artworkz Reporters - volunteers reporting on their local areas, so that you can learn.  

A new Day Visitor Area 
 

This reserve includes a children's playground, toilet block, 

proximity to local shops, and undercover BBQ area, which 
includes picnic tables. This combination means it is effectively 

a new district Day Visitor Area, as you can drive into the area, 
have a drink or meal, and spend an extended period of time 

enjoying the bush setting. A number of Rotary Clubs have 
worked together to help make it possible. 



Having a Coffee. 

Getting together in a restaurant.. 

Enjoying the beauty of a museum. 

Pleasantly chatting in a cafe. 

Enjoying a day at the beach. 

At the stadium supporting the team. 

Having fun with the girlfriend. 

Appreciated a convertible. 

-
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- STRANGE BEHAVIOURS - 
 
 
 
STRANGE BEHAVIOUR 1: 
I went through the McDonald's driveway window and I gave the cashier a $5 note. Our 
total was $4.25, so I also handed her 25c. She said, 'you gave me too much money.' 
I said, 'Yes I know, but this way you can just give me a dollar coin back.' 
She sighed and went to get the manager who asked me to repeat my request.  
I did so, and he handed me back the 25c, and said 'We're sorry but we don't do that kind 
of thing.'  The cashier then proceeded to give me back 75 cents in change. 
(Do not confuse the people at MacD's in Shepperton Vic). 
 
 
STRANGE BEHAVIOUR 2: 
We had to have the garage door repaired. The repairman told us that one of our 
problems was that we did not have a 'large' enough motor on the opener. I thought for a 
minute, and said that we had the largest one made at that time, a 1/2 horsepower. He 
shook his head and said, 'You need a 1/4 horsepower.' I responded that 1/2 was larger 
than 1/4 and he said, 'NOOO, it's not.  Four is larger than two.' 
We haven't used that repairman since.  (From Bankstown NSW). 
 
 
STRANGE BEHAVIOUR 3: 
I live in a semi rural area. We recently had a new neighbour call the local council to 
request the removal of the WOMBAT CROSSING sign on our road. The reason:  'Too many 
wombats are being hit by cars out here!  I don't think this is a good place for them to be 
crossing anymore.' (From Bauple Qld). 
 
 
STRANGE BEHAVIOUR 4: 
My daughter went to a Mexican Takeaway and ordered a taco.  She asked the person 
behind the counter for 'minimal lettuce.' He said he was sorry, but they only had iceberg 
lettuce. (From Castle Hill, Sydney). 
 
 
STRANGE BEHAVIOUR 5: 
I was at the airport, checking in at the gate when an airport employee asked, 'Has 
anyone put anything in your baggage without your knowledge?' To which I replied, 'If it 
was without my knowledge, how would I know?' He smiled knowingly and nodded,  
'That's why we ask.' (This happened at Melbourne Airport). 
 
 
STRANGE BEHAVIOUR 6: 
The pedestrian light on the corner beeps when it's safe to cross the street.  I was 
crossing with an 'intellectually challenged' co-worker of mine. She asked if I knew what 
the beeper was for. I explained that it signals blind people when the light is red.  
Appalled, she responded, 'What on earth are blind people doing driving?!' 
(She is a government employee in the Adelaide P.O. SA). 
 
 
 
STRANGE BEHAVIOUR 7: 
When my husband and I arrived at a car dealership to pick up our car after a service, we 
were told the keys had been locked in it. We went to the service department and found a 
mechanic working feverishly to unlock the driver's side door. As I watched from the 
passenger side, I instinctively tried the door handle and discovered that it was unlocked. 
'Hey,' I announced to the technician, 'its open!'  
His reply, 'I know. I already did that side.' 
(Holden Dealership Townsville Qld). 
 
 

Courtesy Sometimes Grumpy Wilson. 



Markus Reugels is a German 

photographer with a love for taking 

images of water droplets. Markus 

has given our eSplash readers 

permission to see his work through 

the eSplash, and we thank him for 

his graciousness and willingness to 

share his work with the world. 

 

More examples of his amazing work 

can be viewed at: 

 

www.flickr.com/people/maianer 

   or 

www.markusreugels.de 

 

 

Image used with permission 

of © Markus Reugels. 

Thanks to Melissa Handbury for 

bringing his work to our attention. 

Color 

Tree 

http://www.flickr.com/people/maianer
http://www.markusreugels.de


The London Bridge, located 
at Sandstone in Western 
Australia. The basalt bridge 
once made up part of a 
track which was passable 
by foot, or even with a 
horse and buggy 
(pictured). Erosion has 
now rendered the bridge 
too dangerous to pass, 
and a sign asks people 
not to walk over it. 
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Photographer Graham Rhodes. 
© 2010 Graham Rhodes. 

S u b m i s s i o n s  w e l c o m e  

London Bridge. 
Sandstone. 

Western Australia.  
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C r a n e  F l y  

Insect 

L O C A L  F A U N A  S E R I E S  
 

FAMILY  Tipulidae      COMMON NAMES  Mosquito hawk 
 

An adult Crane Fly is a large slender insect, which can grow to over 60mm in length. It's  

long legs can also be up to 60mm. There are over 4,250 species known to exist worldwide. 

They often extend their wings when resting, making them appear like a large mosquito. 

Though unlike a mosquito, they are unable to bite. Adult Crane Flies feed solely on nectar 

(not mosquitoes as the common name suggests). Once they become an adult, their main 

purpose it to mate before dying. The specimen pictured here was photographed in the Shire of 

Murrindindi. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grey_Fantail
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crane_fly


Printed for C. Cooke on the 11th June 1796, and sold by all the booksellers in Great-Britain and Ireland. 

Access to this collection courtesy Sharyn Saunders 2012. 

COOKE’S POCKET EDITION OF SACRED CLASSICS 
Embellished with superb engravings from the 1700s 

Inspiring 
artists of 

today, with 
the art of 
yesterday! 

Art 

from 
the 

1700s 

Original 

Artwork 
from 

Germany 

Highlighting 
past artistry 

techniques, 
styles & 
subjects! 



The Cock and the Pearl 
 

A cock was once strutting up and down the farmyard among the hens when 

suddenly he espied something shining amid the straw. ‘Ho! ho!’ quoth he, 
‘that’s for me,’ and soon rooted it out from beneath the straw. What did it 
turn out to be but a Pearl that by some chance had been lost in the yard? 

‘You may be a treasure,’ quoth Master Cock, ‘to men that prize you, but for 
me I would rather have a single barley-corn than a peck of pearls.’ 

Precious things are for those that can prize them. 

 
Aesop's Fables (Aesopica) are credited to a slave who is believed to have lived 

620BC - 560BC. He took careful notice of events around him, and translated them 

into a series of short stories. 

---       AAA E S O PE S O PE S O P ''' SSS    FFF A B L E SA B L E SA B L E S       ---    

Did you know that 
 

The number one cause of 

daytime fatigue is lack of 

water. 

 

Quote 
 

Giving up smoking is the 

easiest thing in the world. I 

know because I've done it 

thousands of times. 

 

Mark Twain 

Canola oil used to be called 

'RAPESEED Oil' but the name was 

changed for marketing reasons. 

Canola oil comes from…  rapeseed.  
The plant known as “rape,” from a 
Latin word for “turnip,” is a 
domesticated crop in the widely 

cultivated Brassicaceae family 

(also known as the mustard family, 

the cabbage family, or the 

cruciferous vegetables). Although 

the  word  has  d i s tu rb ing 

connotations today, during World 

War II people thought nothing of 

referring to “rapeseed,” and the oil 
from those seeds was used for 

industrial purposes. 
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